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Background
Mass incarceration has resulted in high numbers of 
incarcerated persons soon to be released back into 
society (Swanson et. al., 2010). Community and 
prisoner reentry have become a priority as United 
States correctional facilities consider implications and 
goals for successful reentry among data that show 
high rates of recidivism; interrupting cycles of 
incarceration are increasingly important today (Travis 
and Visher, 2005). 
Important topics considered include public perceptions 
and attitudes toward formerly incarcerated persons 
(FIPs); an issue that exacerbates barriers to 
successful community reentry and reintegration into 
society (Mackey et al., 2006). Scholarship 
rehabilitation and reentry programs require increased
attention in order to improve effectiveness (Park, 
2009). Opinion polls show community support for 
prisoner reentry programs however polls also show 
‘ambivalence’ toward reentry issues and barriers (Hart 
Research Associates, 2002; Krisberg and Marchionna, 
2006), indicating part of the solution to minimizing 
barriers to successful reentry includes attention to 
public perceptions (i.e., stigmatization, stereotyping, 
etc.) of society, including the role of professionals 
working in the field. Perceptions of professionals with 
rehabilitative or criminal defense functions found to 
have most positive attitudes toward FIPs (Glaser, 
1969; Kjelsberg, Skoglund, and Rustad, 2007). 
Methods
Qualitative study interviews and focus groups
• Convenience and snowball sampling
• November through May 2020
• Sample: EWU college students
3 areas of focus gauged in public perceptions among students: 
§ reentry barriers faced 
§ known services available
§ stigmatization and stereotypes
Sample Interview/Focus Group Questions:
1. What is community reentry? 
alt: What is your understanding of community reentry
2. What services for reentry exist in the local area?
alt: What services exist in Spokane County?
3. What barriers to successful reentry exist?
4. Do programs exist to help with successful reentry?
5. What steps do incarcerated persons take before released to help 
with successful reentry?
6. What impact does the neighborhood have on successful reentry?
alt: What role do you think neighborhoods play in community 
reentry? 
7. Does the community fear people released from prison? What role 
does fear play in successful reentry?
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Statistics
95% of all prison inmates are estimated to be released 
from incarceration and reenter their home community  
(Hughes & Wilson, 2011). 
In 2009, over 700,000 FIPs reentered into the 
community at an average of 2,000 per day (Sabol & 
West, 2010).
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Research Problem 
A lack of investigation into the public perception of community reentry 
barriers faced by FIPs exists, specifically among college students 
identifying as majors within traditional social science fields. Social science 
students are likely to work with formerly incarcerated populations in the 
future, in careers related to health and the criminal justice system. 
Therefore, this study explores the following research question:
What is the perception of community reentry among college students?
What are the perceived barriers or struggles faced by formerly 
incarcerated persons upon reentry among college students surveyed? 
